
 
Advice for professionals on identifying children missing education and 

signposting to Elective Home Education (EHE) 
 

 
Purpose: 
The purpose of this document is to ensure that we adopt a cross agency approach to identify where 
children are not attending a school setting and are not registered as electively home educated. 
 
Context: 
Education is a key part of the holistic needs of children. Parents have the right to educate their 
children at home and there is no legal duty on parents to inform the local authority that a child is 
being home educated. If a child never attends school, an authority may be unaware that he or she is 
being home educated. As a result some children may be unknown to local authorities and the 
children’s education and wellbeing are therefore not monitored.  
 
It is worth noting that local authorities have no express power to monitor, on a routine basis, the 
educational provision being made for a home educated child and no power to enter the home or 
‘see’ the child.  Parents can provide a written report. 
 
In cases where there were no previous concerns about the education provided and no reason to 
think that has changed because the parents are continuing to do a good job, such contact will often 
be very brief. 
 
Legislation: 
Whilst Local Authority Elective Home Education teams make enquires as to the suitability of the 
education being provided by offering informal visits or by asking parents for detailed information 
about the education they are providing.  6.5 Parents are under no duty to respond to such enquiries, 
but if a parent does not respond, or responds without providing any information about the child’s 
education, then it will normally be justifiable for the authority to conclude that the child does not 
appear to be receiving suitable education and it should not hesitate to do so and take the necessary 
consequent steps. 6.6 Informal enquiries can include a request to see the child, either in the home 
or in another location, but the parent is under no legal obligation to agree to this simply in order to 
satisfy the local authority as to the suitability of home education. Elective home education 
Departmental guidance for local authorities April 2019 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7
91527/Elective_home_education_gudiance_for_LAv2.0.pdf 
 
Risks: 

• Awareness that EHE children can easily become ‘invisible’: not in classrooms with their 
peers; not regularly seen by those delivering services to children; excluded from the 
community life that revolves around a school. 

• Concern that children not attending school can miss out on the protections a school offers 
through: fewer interactions with professionals who could identify warning signs for abuse, 
neglect, domestic violence, grooming, child sexual exploitation or criminal exploitation; fewer 
routes to gain specialist support; possibly fewer informal and formal mentoring opportunities. 

 
Curiosity and interest in a family’s circumstance are crucial and should increase if the family are 
unclear about the name of the school their child attends, they name a school which is unfamiliar, or 
state that the child is home educated. 
 
If the child is home educated it is important to establish whether they are registered as home 
educated with their local council, and if so have they recently been in contact with the Elective 
Home Education Officer? How is the education provided and by whom?  



 
Things to look out for when identifying a child is missing education:  
 

a. A child that doesn’t want to talk about their learning and/or is uncomfortable when talking 
about their education. The child may look to parents before answering questions or parents 
may answer for the child.  

b. A child who is home during the daytime or seen or reported out and about during school 
hours. 

c. A chaotic home environment with clear indication that the home is not a learning environment. 
d. A child that appears to move around frequently (between family members or frequent house 

moves) and does not appear to be attending school. 
e. Involvement in anti-social and criminal activities and not registered at a school. 

Reporting serious safeguarding concerns about a child or young person:  
 
Under s.10 of the Children Act 2004, local authorities should have arrangements in place to 
promote co-operation between the authority and its partners who deal with children, and under 
section 11, arrangements should be in place to ensure that functions are discharged with regard to 
the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. These arrangements should include 
information sharing protocols and it is possible for these to allow sharing of data on children who 
appear to be home educated and about whom there is a concern as to the suitability of that 
education which amounts to possible neglect causing significant harm. Elective home education 
Departmental guidance for local authorities April 2019 
 
Bedford Borough 
Integrated Front Door on 01234 718700 or via the referral portal: llchildandfamilies.bedford.gov.uk  
 
Central Bedfordshire 
The Access and Referral Team on 0300 300 85 85 or via email: 
AccessReferral@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Luton 
MASH on 01582 547653 or via email: mash@luton.gov.uk  
 
For out of hours Duty Team (all three Local Authorities) please contact: 0300 300 8123 
 
Reporting to the local authority Elective Home Education (EHE) Service:  
 
Bedford Borough 
David Roberts 01234 276809   
Email: ehe@bedford.gov.uk 
 
Central Bedfordshire 
Vicki Kesseru 0300 300 6479  
Fiona Coskun 0300 300 4707  
Sam Barrington 0300 300 6220  
Email: ehe@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Luton 
Luton Elective Home Education 01582 548041 
Kim Baker 07730 619532 
Gill O’Neill 07507 740583 
Email: electivehomeeducation@luton.gov.uk  
 


